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Yoko’s Dance & Performing Arts Academy and Fremont Opera are 
delighted to welcome you to the 2019 edition of Fremont’s Nutcracker 
ballet. 

Every year since 2005, Fremont has enjoyed this wonderful production, 
in which 125 children of all ages perform alongside celebrity guests 
from the community. Once again this year, we are proud and pleased to 
present all three performances with live music by the Fremont Opera 
Orchestra. 

This production is the fruit of a collaboration between our two 
companies — Yoko’s Dance & Performing Arts Academy and Fremont 
Opera. Our heartfelt gratitude goes to the Board members and 
volunteers in both organizations, whose generosity and hard work have 
made it possible. We also express our deepest thanks to our major 
sponsors: Fletcher Jones Family of Fine Dealerships and Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company. We are grateful as well to our media sponsor, 
Tri-City Voice; to the staff and production crew at the Smith Center; and 
to our many advertisers and donors. 

This Nutcracker was the creation of Fremont’s beloved choreographer, 
teacher and mentor, Yoko Young. Yoko is no longer with us, but the 
production has been lovingly maintained and updated by directors Erin 
LaMoyne and Megan Ellis. We are honored to present these 
performances in remembrance of Yoko’s devotion to this magical 
winter’s tale. 

Marlene Ellis David Sloss
Yoko’s Dance & Performing Arts Academy Fremont Opera

www.yokosdance.com www.fremontopera.org
(510) 651-7827 . (510) 972-8301

Welcome
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The late Yoko Young was born in Tokyo and began 
studying dance at the age of four, beginning with 
Fujima (traditional Japanese dancing).  She went on to 
study classical ballet under Sakiko Hirose of the Tokyo 
Ballet, Sulamith Messere and Aleksei Varilamov of the 
Bolshoi Ballet and Roy Tobias of the New York City 
Ballet.  She was Prima Ballerina and soloist for the

Hirose Ballet Company and Tokyo Ballet Theatre in such standards as 
Swan Lake, Sleeping Beauty, Don Quixote and many more.  She 
danced Carmen with the Opera de Paris in France.

Yoko established her own dance studio in 1995 and earned the title 
“The Best Studio In The West” her very first year.  Over the years 
Yoko’s superb teaching earned her numerous awards and recognition.  
Her studio was selected as one of the Top 50 Studios in the Nation by 
Dance Spirit magazine and made the cover of Time For Kids 
magazine.  Some of her biggest accomplishments included being 
featured as the cover story for Dance Teacher magazine, and 
choreographing for the Super Bowl halftime show at Texas Stadium, 
featuring singer Sheryl Crow with Yoko’s students as her background 
dancers.  Yoko also put together three ambassador tours to Japan in 
which her students represented the city of Fremont at celebrations in 
Fukaya; her students also performed in London during the Summer 
Olympics there.

An accomplished choreographer, Yoko choreographed musicals such as 
Once Upon A Mattress, Little Mary Sunshine, Annie, The Wizard of Oz, 
An Evening With Rodgers and Hammerstein, and Peter Pan and 
traveled to Japan with some of them.  

In 2005, Yoko choreographed Tchaikovsky’s complete Nutcracker 
ballet.  Her production of the Nutcracker was the first full scale 
performance of a ballet in Fremont and has become an annual 
tradition for the city.

Choreographer - Yoko Young
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is proud to support

The Nutcracker Ballet

presented by

Yoko’s Dance & Performing Arts Academy
&

Fremont Opera
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Erin LaMoyne and Megan Ellis are sisters born 
and raised in Fremont, California.  They began 
their dance training at a young age under the 
tutelage of the late Yoko Young.  Both girls 
graduated from UCLA, having worked and 
danced in Los Angeles for many years before 
ultimately moving back to Northern California to 
work alongside Yoko at Yoko’s Dance and 
Performing Arts Academy.  They have been

teaching and choreographing for Yoko’s Dance for sixteen years, 
receiving many awards for their choreography and routines.  Most 
recently, Erin and Megan received recognition for three of the pieces 
they choreographed which all won the coveted award of National 
Champion in 2018.  Earlier this year, they were honored to 
choreograph and direct a new production of Peter and the Wolf for 
their dancers to perform alongside the Fremont Symphony at their 
annual Children’s Concerts. This year they also took a group of dancers 
to Italy to perform and tour the country. Erin and Megan are very 
proud to be able to organize these exciting international performance 
opportunities for their students to broaden their dance experience. 

Erin and Megan were an integral part of the creation and evolution of 
Yoko’s Nutcracker and are proud to carry on her tradition and 
continue to bring this holiday classic to their hometown. 

  
  Felipe Leon returns for his third Fremont Nutcracker
  appearance as the Cavalier. Now in his fourth season as
  a principal dancer with Diablo Ballet, Mr. Leon was
  born in Bogota, Colombia and trained on full
  scholarship at Ballet Academy East in New York City.
  He has danced solo and principal roles in works by
  Maurice Bejart, Wendy Whelan, Matthew Neenan,
  Margo Sappington, Lisa de Ribere, Claudia Schreire
  and Alan Hineline.

Directors - Erin LaMoyne & Megan Ellis

Guest Artist - Felipe Leon

8



For thirty-two years, from 1980 to 2012, 
David Sloss served as Music Director and 
Conductor of the Fremont Symphony, 
leading the orchestra through its 
development into a professional 
symphony hailed as a “stunningly polished 
orchestra ensemble.”  

As founding Artistic Director of Fremont Opera, which celebrated its 
inaugural season in 2007, Mr. Sloss conducted Fremont Opera’s 
productions of La Bohème, The Barber of Seville, La Traviata, and 
Benjamin Britten’s Noye’s Fludde.

During his long association with West Bay Opera, beginning in 1981, he 
conducted over twenty productions for the Palo Alto company. He 
served as General Director of West Bay Opera from 1997 to 2005, and 
as stage director for several productions as well. He has also 
conducted operas for Pacific Repertory Opera, Berkeley Opera, the 
Lamplighters, the San Francisco Talent Bank, and the Oakland 
Symphony.  

From 1970 until the start of his full-time work at West Bay Opera in 
1997, he was Professor of Music at Sonoma State University.  Other 
conducting appearances have included the Oakland Symphony, Santa 
Cruz County Symphony, Peninsula Symphony, ALEA II, Vallejo 
Symphony, and the Stanford Symphony.  Prior to his appointment at 
Sonoma State University, Mr. Sloss worked as a producer and director 
for WGBH-TV in Boston, where he received an Emmy nomination for 
the National Educational Television series A Roomful of Music.  He 
holds degrees in music from Harvard College and Stanford University.

Mr. Sloss lives in Cupertino with his wife, Barbara, and two demanding 
cats who have no respect for the maestro’s extraordinary achievements.

Conductor - David Sloss
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It’s the night before Christmas, and every guest
Hurries to Clara’s house, dressed in his best.

Mothers and fathers, their girls and their boys,
Stride through the cold with gaily wrapped toys.

Soon they’re inside, and as warm as can be,
And the presents are stacked round the big Christmas tree.

The younger folks dance as they all celebrate,
While the older ones watch, glad to be more sedate.

But wait! There he is, like a strange apparition:
It’s Herr Drosselmeier, the mystic magician!

He’s amazing the guests with spells that enthrall,
And handing out gifts, to one and to all.

And Clara receives, from Herr Drosselmeier,
A Nutcracker doll, her one heart’s desire!

But soon it is time for the guests to depart,
Each one to retire, with joy in his heart.

***
Now the room’s dark, and the lights are all out,

When all of a sudden, there’s magic about!

What’s going on with the old Christmas tree?
It’s growing and growing, as big as can be!

From deep in the shadows, with swords raised to slice,
Comes a whole army of furious mice!

A toy cannon roars and toy sabers rattle,
As Mouse Queen and soldiers do furious battle!

Next Clara joins in, and the fight gets more heated,
Till the Queen and her minions are soundly defeated.

Synopsis
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And then – it’s a wonder we’ve never seen since –
The Nutcracker turns into a real live Prince!

***
Now there’s a mystical change in the scene,
To a faraway place where we’ve never been:

A forest, enchanted, with fresh falling snow,
Where everything’s quiet, and icicles glow.

The snowflakes are dancing, in ballet tradition,
And after they’ve done, we have an intermission.

***
Now we’ve arrived at the great Land of Sweets,
Full of candy, and pastry, and all sorts of treats.

As soon as the Prince and his Clara appear,
They’re welcomed as guests by the grand Cavalier.

All over the land, the news spreads in a trice
Of how they disposed of those unpleasant mice.

And so in their honor, it’s quickly decided,
A special performance is to be provided.

Dancers from Russia, Arabia, and Spain,
From China, and others, come to entertain.

But nothing’s more lovely, wondrous and airy,
Than the dance, on her toes, by the Sugar Plum Fairy.

And Clara, her Nutcracker Prince close at hand,
Rejoices with all in her new wonderland! 

                                                        —David Sloss
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September 2020
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Ballet in two acts by Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
Adapted from E.T.A. Hoffmann’s story
“The Nutcracker and the Mouse King”

First performance: St. Petersburg, December 18, 1892

THE NUTCRACKER

Yoko Young, Choreographer
Erin LaMoyne & Megan Ellis, Directors

David Sloss, Conductor

With dancers from
Yoko’s Dance & Performing Arts Academy

Fremont Opera Orchestra

***

ACT I

Scene 1
Clara’s House on Christmas Eve

Scene 2
An Enchanted Forest

INTERMISSION

ACT II
The Land of Sweets

Program
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ACT I

Adult Party Guests Mayor Lily Mei  
Vice Mayor Vinnie Bacon 
Councilmember Jenny Kassan  
Councilmember Teresa Keng  
Councilmembers Rick Jones &
     Dana Jones
Councilmembers Yang Shao &
     Langfang Hsu   

Clara’s Mother Leilani Woods (Dec. 14)
 Kristin Calhoun (Dec. 15)

Clara’s Father Gary Loggins

Party Boys & Girls Iris Chan
 Ava Ding
 Bethany Dohn (Dec. 14, 2pm;

            Dec. 15, 2pm)
Aria Du

 Asiya Khorasanee
Amanda J. Lai (Dec. 14, 8pm) 

Clara Kaitlyn Huynh (Dec. 14, 2pm)
Raina Wu (Dec. 14, 8pm)

 Amanda J. Lai (Dec. 15, 2pm)

Maria Sophia Xiao

Fritz Joy Lin  

Drosselmeier Senator Bob Wieckowski

Nanny Chiara Bonaccorsi

Maids Brooke Beardsley          Tiffany Shih

Cast

Aleksander Adamovic
David Bonaccorsi  
Teresa Bonaccorsi
Kristin Calhoun  
Jason Ford  
Jacquelynne Garcia  
J.R. Garcia  
Kathleen Madzurak  
Art Rios  
Barbara Sloss  
Kevin Wing

Madeline Luu
Braelyn Schaffer
Alice Sun
Ellary Day Szyndlar 
Fiona Wu
Avery Yamaguchi

Art Rios (understudy)
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Soldier Doll  Nazi Malekzada (Dec. 14, 2pm; Dec. 15, 2pm)
Brighton Smedt (Dec. 14, 8pm) 

Marie Antoinette Doll Brodi Turpin  

Kissy Doll Irene Chang (Dec. 14, 2pm & 8pm) 
Tara Pham (Dec. 15, 2pm)

Harlequin Doll  Rachel Ford (Dec. 14, 2pm)  
Erin Wengrow (Dec. 14, 8pm; Dec. 15, 2pm) 

Mouse Queen  Kristin Leung (Dec. 14, 2pm; Dec. 15, 2pm) 
Mia Tabladillo (Dec. 14, 8pm) 

Mice  Mia Chan     Amanda J. Lai   Arielle Wang 
Annika Hambali    Allison Li        Michelle Wang
Kaitlyn Huynh     Lily Motahari    Raina Wu 
Amanda Lai     Alice Sun

Lieutenants  Viviana Chen     Jasmine Li     Ritika Mhatre
Kaitlyn de Leon    Ella Liang       Mika Tong-Nomoto
Gemma Krotz      Deanna Zarkova
         

Soldiers  Rahnelle Agutos   Isabel Lam     Noah Tabladillo
Brooke Beardsley  Connie Li     Elaine Wang 
Layla Clemente    Anna Marzan   Michelle C. Wang
Tanvi Chappidi     Celine Nguyen  Paige Xu
Natalie Chung     Mila Pineda
Nerissa Huang    Sheryl Sun

Nutcracker  Erin Wengrow (Dec. 14, 2pm)         
Rachel Ford (Dec. 14, 8pm; Dec. 15, 2pm)  

Snow Queen  Emily Dohn (Dec. 14, 2pm; Dec. 15, 2pm) 
Caitlyn Dohn (Dec 14, 8pm) 

Snow King  Justin Renaud (Dec. 14, 2pm; Dec. 15, 2pm) 
Felipe Leon (Dec 14, 8pm)
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Snow Corps Isabella Barrientos Tara Pham 
Chiara Bonaccorsi    (Dec. 14, 8pm; Dec. 15, 2pm)
Sabrina Chen  Tiffany Shih
Mandy Fang Brighton Smedt   
Natalie Huang Samantha Tan 
Christina Hughes Isabelle Tang
Renee Ke Brodi Turpin 
Emily Liang Kaitlyn Vilayphanh 
Zhuoting Lin   Stephanie Wong 
Nazi Malekzada Tiana Zhou
    (Dec. 14, 2pm) 

ACT II

Candyland Gatekeepers Chiara Bonaccorsi Tiffany Shih 

Candyland Children Ava Ding Sophia Xiao 
Joy Lin  Fiona Wu
Braelyn Schaffer

Spanish Dancers Isabella Barrientos Brighton Smedt 

Arabian Dancers Caitlyn Dohn Justin Renaud
Emily Dohn                     (Dec. 14, 2pm; Dec. 15, 2pm) 

Chinese Dancers Sabrina Chen Zhuoting Lin 

Chinese Dragons Megan Ha Mei Stowell 
Amber Halvorsen Sora Tong-Nomoto 
Kaelyn Lee  Caitlin Tran 
Phaeby Mao Alex Wang 
Kamran Motahari Matthew Wang 
Rachel Nguyen Mandy Zhang   
Abigail Selinger Fiona Zhou

Russian Girls  Mia Chan Ritika Mhatre
Kaitlyn de Leon Lily Motahari
Annika Hambali Michelle Wang
Allison Li

 
Russian Boys  Viviana Chen Alice Sun

Gemma Krotz Mika Tong-Nomoto
Jasmine Li Deanna Zarkova
Ella Liang
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French Maidens Rahnelle Agutos Arielle Wang  
Layla Clemente Elaine Wang 
Nerissa Huang  

Lambs  Hadley Gunnell Lia Stowell
Sierra Guo  Celine Sun
Arielle Konaris  Sylvie Win Szyndlar 
Ella Lim  Aakarsha Vardajan
Lauren Phung-Dao Hailey Wong 
Cecilia Selinger   

Mother Ginger  Erik Szyndlar 

Gingersnaps  Iris Chan Madeline Luu   
Aria Du Anaya Seals 
Avery Du  Ellary Day Szyndlar
Asiya Khorasanee Avery Yamaguchi  
Grace Koo 

Flower Princesses Mandy Fang Mia Tabladillo
Kristin Leung Tiana Zhou  

Flower Waltz Corps Christina Hughes Isabelle Tang
Renee Ke  Brodi Turpin
Emily Liang Kaitlyn Vilayphanh
Samantha Tan Stephanie Wong

Sugar Plum Fairy Tara Pham (Dec. 14, 2pm)
Nazi Malekzada (Dec. 14, 8pm)  
Irene Chang (Dec. 15, 2pm) 

Cavalier  Felipe Leon (Dec 14, 2pm; Dec 15, 2pm) 
Justin Renaud (Dec 14, 8pm)
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Best wishes for another
fantastic Nutcracker!

From
Councilmember Rick Jones

(510) 284-4083
rljones@fremont.gov
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VIOLIN I
Philip Santos
Matthew Oshida
Sergi Goldman-Hull
Marcella Schantz
Lisa Pratt
Qin Wang 

VIOLIN II
Jessica Poll
Theresa Frew-Onyett
Kate Wahl
Debbie Dare 

VIOLA
Katy Juneau
Rebecca Gemmer
Alessandra Aquilanti 

CELLO
Leighton Fong
Nancy Bien
Amy Brodo 

BASS
Marie Laskin

FLUTE
Stacey Pelinka
Marian Concus 

OBOE
Troy Davis
Alayne Gyetvai 

Tina Bonaccorsi
Carole Klein & Michael Crozier
Dick & Sandi Pantages

Media Sponsor
TRI-CITY VOICE

Serving Fremont, Hayward, Milpitas, Newark, Sunol & Union City

Fremont Opera Orchestra
CLARINET

Bruce Foster
Renée Deeter

BASSOON
Michelle Keem
Gail Selburn 

HORN
Erin Vang
Nicky Roosevelt 

TRUMPET
Sonja Lindsay
James Rodseth 

TROMBONE
Donald Benham
Barbara Sigler 

TIMPANI
John Weeks

PERCUSSION
Norman Peck

HARP
Randall Pratt

CELESTE
Hélène Wickett

ORCHESTRA CONTRACTOR
& PERSONNEL MANAGER

Carole Klein

ORCHESTRA LIBRARIAN
Marcella Schantz

David & Barbara Sloss
Senator Bob Wieckowski

Donors
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Voted Fremont’s Best of 2019
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Smith Center, Ohlone College
Co-sponsor

Smith Center Operations & Production Staff
Christopher Booras, Director of Theater Operations

Jasper Gong, Stage Manager/Lighting Designer
Patrick Smith, Assistant Stage Manager
Maria Gonzales, Box Office Manager

Office of College Advancement, Ohlone College
Marketing

Music Department, California State University, East Bay
Daniel Howdeshell

Celeste

Marlene Ellis
Yoko’s Dance & Performing Arts Academy

Eman Isadiar
Graphic Design, Fremont Opera Website, Internet Marketing

Michael Crozier
Celeste Cartage, Orchestra Lighting

Jasper Gong
Jim Miraglia
Prop Design

Grosh
Snow & Land of Sweets Backdrops

Yoko’s Dance & Performing Arts Academy Parent Guild
Boutique & Ushers

Acknowledgments

Joyce Horng
Karen Sekigahama

Wardrobe

Noella Tabladillo
Fundraising

Lillian Lee
Marketing & Fundraising

Logos Etc
Banners

Lacey Bryant
Act I Backdrop

Design & Painting

Rosie Lin, Kari Mori, Kathy Mori
Yoko Renaud, TheatreWorks

Costumes

Otak Jump
Cover Photo
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Tina Bonaccorsi
Program Printing, Sponsorship & 

Advertising Coordination

Sandi Pantages
Senator Bob Wieckowski

Program Advertising & Sponsorships
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“Like” us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/yokosdance

Follow us on Instagram:
@yokosdance


